SUMMER
The summer night is like a perfection of thought. 
(Wallace Stevens)



What To Read:

· Start small: Cosmopolitan, Men’s Health, Psychology Today, Discover, Popular Science etc...
· Write questions: As you read, write in the margins:  Why? / Theme / How can this get re-worked into an original piece?  BUT DON’T STOP THERE!!!  Take an article and write three questions you could investigate ... Don’t worry with the ideas are junk, original, forced, feeble ... the idea is to make asking an idea while reading as natural as stretching out to get comfortable.


· Keep records:  Each article you read with any seriousness should be cited, have a synopsis (include your three questions) and that summary should be sent off to me via email.


· Try going to Barnes and Noble and scope out the science section.  Look at topics, chapter headings ...  Try searching the web ... of course ... Read abstracts ...
· Try a little reverse psychology.  Pick up a book or an article that you think is utterly, utterly not you ... get through a few pages ... keep going or go get another reading

· Call a significant adult and ask them what questions they would love to have answered ... go read up on the results....



How To Read
· Have a ritual ... A time, a place, a pen, some paper, a computer ...

· Treat yourself ... take time off, play ... walk outside and sit on the deck, soak up some sun ...have a pen and some paper

· Give yourself time, take your time ...have a pen and some paper

· Report your progress to me, to your parents

      ...have a pen and some paper 

· Question what you have read ... Turn ideas on their head ... ask “How do they know that”? Look at the study ... can you re-do it with a twist?  

· Ideas can come from; chemistry, biology, gardening, physics, engineering, inventing, earth science, social psychology, developmental psychology, learning skills, social trends .... 


Every summer has a story








Every really new idea looks crazy at first. 


(A.N. Whitehead)








An idea not coupled with action will never get any bigger than the brain cell it occupied.  (A.H. Glasgow)








Being a child at home alone in the summer is a high-risk occupation. If you call your mother at work thirteen times an hour, she can hurt you. (Erma Bombeck)





Acting school was summer camp, and I needed concentration camp.


I had so many different ideas swirling between culture and how


to tie things together. (Ajay Naidu)





If you are not barefoot, you’re overdressed. (anonymous)








A mediocre idea that generates enthusiasm will go further


               than a great idea that inspires no one. (M.K. Ash)











