WRITING YOUR PRESENTATION

Title:  _______________________________________

Abstract    It is a stand-alone product with a maximum word count of 250.


      It is the first portion read, but the last part to be written.  

      The abstract pulls together the most important threads of your introduction, hypothesis,
      methodology, analysis, discussion and conclusion ... It is a snapshot of the whole

      project.  When you think of your research as a play, the abstract takes on the role of 

      the storyline, NOT the lines of dialogue.
      
      It gives the reader everything they need to know about the work, while being a little

                 light on details. It provides the broad strokes.  If your research project were

                 analogized to a meal, the abstract is just the meat and potatoes. 

      It is a synopsis of "what" ... What was done … What was tested … What was measured
      What was the control?
      What was the variable? 

      What was the population? 

      What data were collected? 

      What statistical analysis was used? 

      What happened? 

      What was the conclusion?  What inferences can you make? 

      What might be the next best step?
      So, the abstract is fairly prescriptive (rather formal) ... a short collection of statements of

      fact ... pretty dry, to the point ... in and out like a parking spot. ) 

Introduction   This is the necessary background that enlightens the reader to important extant theory



 or theories regarding the field of study. It may include important jargon (vocabulary),
 

 peculiar to the field of study and/or research.



 It cites significantly important pieces of your literature review.  



 It gives a framework to the past work ...and current work /questions /issues of the field. 

Hypothesis    See all other work re: null hypothesis vs. experimental (alternative) hypothesis
Methodology This should include a statement as to what type of project/research is represented.



Lists/Descriptors are included at http://tinyurl.com/az88af8  (at http://explorable.com/)


It describes the population, the number of trials, the means of data collection, the



timeline of data collection .... 
Analysis of Results This includes the means by which the data were analyzed, the results of your

                               analysis / calculations, and /or the validity of the data


         Raw data may or may not be included (it would be nice to have some on hand)



         Pie charts, Tables, Graphs each with appropriate legends are included.

Discussion:  This is the story of the research work, its strengths, weaknesses, and follow-up plans.

If the abstract were the meat and potatoes of this meal ... the discussion would be most

of the rest of the dinner ... the soup, salad, appetizer, fish course, dessert, nuts, mints.
It is different from your introduction.  The introduction simply reduces the literature

review and goals of your work into a readily understandable history of the field)

The discussion is the story of how the abstract came to be and how (and why) the
results refute or support current theory, how your work fits into the larger field. 


The discussion section gives some of the background of your story as researcher and

fills in the reader's understanding by dovetailing cited portions of the literature review articles (like those in the introduction) with the project’s results. The discussion puts this project and its results, in context, with the broader field of extant research.  It deals with how your current project fits within the parameters of the planned method and the current theories of the field of study.

          So the discussion acts as a cohesive point between your work and other people’s

 

work (as expressed in the introduction).

The discussion provides an opportunity to discuss how the project may have changed
from its point of inception to the point of implementation.  

The discussion is the place to explain the perceived weaknesses (what was wrong 
with the approach, population....etc) and strengths (what went right)  of the project.  

The discussion is an opportunity to "refine and redesign the work ... to smooth out all of the kinks, point out all of the good stuff, and to put your work in-context with the larger field of study.

The discussion could include applications and really should identify the next best step

were the work to continue in the future or to be repeated.  

Conclusion    This is a relatively short piece that draws attention to the inferences that may be made,

 

 the validity of the hypothesis and a re-statement of the next-best-step.
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