Research Ideas                                                                                                      (A) = Authentic
1) (A)  Avg # of micrometeorites on your roof (See:  NGO:  Known Universe:  Cosmic Collisions: aired on 27 May at 7 pm)
2) (A)  Spectrophotometer and indophenol:  wavelength at which absorbance can be measured.
3) Who talks more, men or women? (Origins of the Specious, p. 151)

4) Chromatography expt... various dyes, pens solvents (temperatures)... then move on to mixtures of pens... perhaps even make your own TLC plates (Thin Plate Chrom) 

5) (A)  Light sticks and antioxidants (can we use a light meter to get intensity?)  See JCE article
6) (A)  Isopods turning over & can they go up glass and deal with a vacuum? …. Connect up with the idea of a gecko … do isopods depend on van der Waals or something else???

7) (A)  If B-vitamins aid in muscle contraction, is it better to protein up before or after a workout … when number of reps is your goal?

8) (A)  What is the distribution of heavy metals across the Town of NS?
9) Ants and Cinnamon  Daily News:  Saturday, 28 May 2011  What’s Up Doc?  p. 18
10) Dog Bites   Full Moons are traditionally associated with temporal insomnia, insanity (hence the terms lunacy and lunatic) and various "magical phenomena" such as lycanthropy. Psychologists, however, have found that there is no strong evidence for effects on human behavior around the time of a full moon.[5] They find that studies are generally not consistent, with some showing a positive effect and others showing a negative effect. In one instance, the 23 December 2000 issue of the British Medical Journal published two studies on dog bite admission to hospitals in England and Australia. The study of the Bradford Royal Infirmary found that dog bites were twice as common during a full moon, whereas the study conducted by the public hospitals in Australia found that they were less likely.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Full_moon
11)  The amount of calcium in a tooth  or the effects of soda on teeth (suggested by Lea Trageser)

12) Give 10 sentences with jumbled words … ask subjects to arrange into sentences … Each set has a theme (e.g. anxiety, patience, kindness, positive feelings, uplifting, fast talking…etc..)  The real study occurs when the people walk out and are interviewed ….or people are observed (timed, described) as they leave the test … In theory, people dealing with happy sentences, act happy … people given sentences with, patience as a theme, will wait to speak to an interviewer    (suggested by Luke Raskopf from a book read for bio-ethics (?),  based on the work of Baragh (?)

13)  Goldfish habitat

14)  Give quotes: reverse authors:  e.g. Hitler and MLK   (suggested by Luke Raskopf) based on the work of   Baragh??
15)  How do people seat themselves in a theater?  How many seats are between patrons?  (suggested by   

Cody Nager)

16) Composting and then testing for nutrients

17)  (A)  Would proline supplementation or neutralization of soil allow other plants to grow with lily of the valley?  (see Chemistry in the Garden (p 62)    OR   
18)  (A) Would  neutralization of soil allow other plants to grow with lily of the valley?  [remove the errant proline-like amino acid ...(see Chemistry in the Garden (p 62)   

19) (A)  Can azetidine-2-carboxylic acid be used as a weed killer, instead of Round Up( (for example)?  (see Chemistry in the Garden (p 62)    
20)  How do people describe themselves relative to insurance charts and/or standard descriptors... E.g. do people overestimate or underestimate their weight/height relative to insurance charts .... OR  do people with almond-shaped eyes (oval) describe themselves as such .... OR do people with oval eyes also have oval -faces [or is there a variation]?    OR Does having a prior knowledge of the insurance charts alter the responses/ perceptions / descriptors of people ....OR   Do self-descriptions jibe with "standardized" descriptions?
21) Corollary:  Given the problems with witness descriptions / observations, can people be trained to better describe other people?  What physical factors increase the chances for appropriate identification / observation?  
22) Based on Sept 2010 Science News ... Do gamers make faster, non-computerized responses over non-gamers?   It is noted that the model uses a computer to make responses.  Can we contact the researchers, try to replicate and then push into non-computerized responses to situations   OR  is it feasible to compare gamers (at least 5 hours / week) with the responses of gamers who play 10 hours / week to see if the change in response time is magnified  ... or to determine the upward limit of response time.

23)  While driving on the phone increases car accidents, is there an increase in accidents while a passenger is speaking on the phone in a car  (perhaps this could be compared to radio listening ... in that the radio may be deemed as more confluent, whereas phone conversations are less so)

24) Using Marzano's work or some other learning specialist's work, how do elderly people perceive changes in how they learn, or perceive changes in the means by which they learn (as compared to when they were younger)?

25) A recent study out of England (seen on NECN 15 August 2011) stated that women spent 5 waking hours of each day gossiping about other people's problems, dating partners etc...  What do men talk about each day?  ... Do they gossip, is it only about sports as suggested by one host?   Could this be a survey via smartphone surveys ... at various times of day, a survey requesting a multiple choice response is issued.
26) Corollary:  Is one gender more likely to utter a particular statement and/or do people attribute a particular statement (or type of statement) to one gender over another?    e.g....  Are issuances re: government more likely attributed to men or to women?  Are utterances re: children or raising of children more closely attributed to women?
27) Considering the upcoming presidential election,  how do teenagers form their political opinions and do they change as they age?  For instance, what influence does a significant adult's political opinion have on the teen's opinion and does that teen's opinion change as they age?  

28) Morphic Fields ..... can we tell when we are being stared at?   (17 August 2011  Through the Wormhole:  Is there a 6th sense?)   If yes, is there an ability to block this "field"? .... metal, stone wall?   or can some materials magnify this ability for us to sense this?   Or  If  we are awash in the magnetic field, if a group of people simultaneously think of a single thought, can someone else detect it?
29) (A) How might a long term study as to how learning the internet / social networking affects dementia / elderly be worked out?  e.g. connecting elderly patients in nursing home facilities to family and/or other facilities via Facebook?
30) Using the Robot Grip/ Coffee reading, can the correct size be ground/determined for maximum agility?  Do other materials work as well ...e.g. sand, (uniform size), those sleep pillow shells ...etc...
31) (A) Science of Unwinding:    Early Show (CBS)    31 August  8:37 a.m.   interacting with nature, reduces stress.  Kathryn Birndorf  ....  Corollary: Could one use a survey to get times people are comfortable with taking a break, using a cell phone to remind them to do so and give assignments as to what to do and then respond in a diary or by cell phone?   Corollary:  Could looking at pictures of nature, by test anxious students for 10 minutes, prior to an exam, help relax them and thus improve grades .... is a control of those students not identified as test anxious be used?
32) Investigate:   Waterlife (2009) :  Seen on Sunday 5 June 2011 on the Sundance Channel  from Kevin McMahon   

33)  from the internet ... source unknown, but an interesting idea...  4/6/2012
It's plain and simple, good posture conveys confidence and what's more sexy than confidence?

A study published in Personal Relationships revealed that positive personality traits, such as confidence, draw the attention of those around you, any one of which could be a potential partner.
Lead researcher Gary W. Lewandowski, Jr. says this study and others he has conducted have demonstrated that "personality goes a long way toward determining your attractiveness; it can even change people's impressions of how good-looking you are."
34) You know those advertisements of 13 sec or so on Youtube .... How many times must or when must the name/item/concept  be injected in order for people to recall the name/item/concept ?   

35) A) Cultural impact:  The Closer                From:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Closer
Both gender researchers and members of the media have claimed that the series has "expanded the vocabulary of what is acceptable for women as seen through the lens of popular culture."[10]
We’ve certainly seen women in powerful positions before," says author and gender researcher Maddy Dychtwald, pointing out Angie Dickinson in 1974's Police Woman, and Cagney & Lacey from 1981. But those women were largely token in a sea of dominant males, and most important, strove to be like the men that surrounded them.” In contrast, Dychtwald says the former CIA interrogator played by Kyra Sedgwick, “retains (and revels in) her femininity, keeps her composure, can handle the two 'sexist pigs' who bait her due to their jealousy and insecurities, and not lose her head.”[10]
Media experts have also noted that the series has helped to redefine the place of basic cable channels alongside network programming:

Beyond gently tweaking the popular image of women in power, "The Closer" has helped redefine the power balance between basic cable and broadcast networks, says Fordham University media expert Paul Levinson. Just glance at the equal number of recent Emmy nominations for basic and premium cable shows is confirmation, he adds. Beyond that, says More Magazine Entertainment Director Kathy Heintzelman, the off-season placement—the show launched in the summer and continues to air its seasons in counter-balance to the traditional network schedule—has helped redefine viewing habits. “It’s helped people get used to the idea that summer is a time to watch original series on televisions,” she adds.[10    

36)  (A) Inherit & Twist:  Catherine’s project:  re: auditory cues
37)  (A) Inherit & Twist:  Paige’s project re:  reading on screen vs. paper

38)  (A) Inherit & Twist:  Claire’s project re: decision making

39)  (A) Dr. Hibbard has offered to support a research project re: the ability / speed / accuracy of 3rd graders  to keyboard per the upcoming online examinations

40) Carbon Dioxide and decision making:  Given the issues surrounding the high stake testing and the stuffy rooms ... could there be a project using mice re: carbon dioxide and mazes?

41) You know those advertisements of 13 sec or so on Youtube .... How many times must or when must the name/item/concept  be injected in order for people to recall the name/item/concept ?

