FINDING THAT FIELD OF STUDY
Here’s the next best question I have for you .... Have you found a field of study?
There are so many different fields of study open to you, that it is sometimes feel as though you have a Herculean task to accomplish ... And, in some fashion, you do!

Students often worry that they must love their work at an intense level, because they must be involved with it  for two years.  They want it to be fun.

Okay ... I can accept that, but in essence I disagree.   Fun, is the wrong “F-word”.         Try, Fulfilling. 

Think about people who work so hard at helping others during natural disasters .... They work for days, without washing, perhaps without much sleep ... Fun?  Probably not.  Fulfilling?  Absolutely....

And, this upcoming project is nothing like working during a disaster.  You have a chance to investigate or invent ... This is so cool ....but not always “fun”.  As with any relationship, there will be the ups and downs, the waves and troughs ...but what else do we expect from important issues?

Now, with this in mind .....  Try this series of letters from a student and a responder, from Science Buddies:  http://tinyurl.com/c9h2cgj
Next, scan over these general fields of study, from Science Buddies.

	Physical Sciences
	Environmental &

Earth Sciences 

	Life Sciences
	Engineering
	Math & Computers
	Behavioral

& Social Sciences

	Aero & Hydrodynamics


	Environmental

Science
	Biotechnology

Techniques
	Civil Eng.
	Computer Science
	Human Behavior

	Astronomy
	Geology
	Genetics & Genomics
	Electricity & Electronics
	Pure Mathematics
	Sociology

	Chemistry
	Ocean Sciences
	Human Biology &

Health
	Energy & Power
	Video & Computer Games
	

	Cooking & Food Science
	Weather & Atmosphere
	Mammalian Biology
	Environ. Eng.
	
	

	Music
	
	Medical Biotechnology
	Material Science
	
	

	Photography / Video
	
	Microbiology
	Mechanical Eng.
	
	

	Physics
	
	Plant Biology
	Robotics
	
	

	Sports Science
	
	Zoology
	
	
	


Now you need to start doing a few things....

1)  Begin a simple literature review.  Go to popular magazines ... scan for what is being discussed ... keep a log

      and send it into me, periodically.

2)  Generate a list of questions.  Write down thoughts that come into your mind.  We will sit down an look at

      these messy scribbles and thoughts.

3)  Create a list of family friends, family members, authors, who may be potential mentors

4)  Make appointments with me, so we can sit and speak about your work and thoughts.

***********************

The next set of questions are offered here, only to help you ruminate and cogitate!

· Do you think that you have whittled down to an idea to study, drawn from your larger field of study?

· Have you completed a fairly complete / sophisticated literature review on your idea?

· Can you do a Who, What, Where, When, Why, How, Too What Extent (How Much), regarding past research on the idea and your new twist?

· Is now the time for you to start looking for a mentor?

· Can you design a question, so that there is a clear variable and control?
· Can you now turn your question into a hypothesis (null or experimental/alternative)?

· Do you have factors that can be measured with a number?  What could your collected data look like?  What statistical analysis tool could be used to analyze the data?  Do you know anything about statistical analysis?
· Do you feel that your experiment will require the use of specialized equipment found at professional laboratories, universities, or medical facilities?

· Can you begin to project a budget for your work?

· Can you begin to project some sort of timeline for your work?

